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Due to the large attendance which is 

anticipated, the Chair feels that the 
rule regarding the privilege of the 
Floor must be strictly adhered to. 

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the Floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will recognize Members for spe-
cial orders until 5:30 p.m., at which 
time the Chair will declare the House 
in recess. 

The Chair will entertain 1-minute re-
quests. 

f 

CITIZENSHIP FOR ELIAN 
GONZALEZ 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the bill that 
was introduced on Monday which 
would bestow citizenship upon Elian 
Gonzalez, a 6-year-old Cuban boy who 
was miraculously rescued off of Flor-
ida’s shores on Thanksgiving Day. 

This citizenship bill does not advo-
cate for a particular outcome. It mere-
ly ensures due process. It ensures that 
a court of law will be afforded the op-
portunity to hear and evaluate all facts 
and arguments in the case; that it will 
hear testimony from Elian himself, 
who says he wants to stay here and 
who says he wants to be a citizen; that 
it will evaluate the statements of a 
child psychologist and other experts 
who present a comprehensive assess-
ment of what is in Elian’s best inter-
est. 

Mr. Speaker, in essence, this bill 
merely ensures that Elian’s rights 
under the law are upheld and that his 
rights do not continue to be violated 
and circumvented by bureaucrats at 
INS. 

Citizenship would also protect Elian 
in the event that he is required to re-
turn to Cuba against his wishes and 
one day seeks to return to our United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, for Elian’s welfare and 
for the sake of justice, fairness and 
equality, I ask our colleagues to sup-
port the citizenship bill. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD NOT FORCE 
CITIZENSHIP ON ELIAN GONZALEZ 

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, Elian 
Gonzalez will be the only person in the 
history of this country to have citizen-
ship and/or residency shoved down his 

throat. He has not asked for it and the 
guardian who we accept is speaking for 
him in Cuba has rejected it. 

In the meantime, there are 2 million 
folks awaiting citizenship in this coun-
try who followed the law and will not 
get it on that date. There are 9 million 
undocumented aliens who will not re-
ceive residency on that date. The arro-
gance of all of this is that for the first 
time ever we are going back on a prom-
ise. We have said for years that we are 
not trying to hurt the Cuban people, 
but rather the Cuban government.

b 1245 
From a desire to hurt the Cuban gov-

ernment, we now question grand-
parents’ love for their grandchild, after 
all, they are only tools of the Com-
munist government, and fathers’ love 
for their child. 

I have spent 3 days with the grand-
mothers. We all know grannies. They 
do not seem to me to be crying Com-
munist tears or Socialist tears. They 
are crying the tears of grandparents 
who want Elian back. They show me 
pictures of his room, of his toys. They 
said to me, ‘‘We cannot provide him 
trips to Disneyland or Disney World. 
We cannot provide him an electric car, 
but we love him, and we want him 
back.’’ 

f 

DO NOT PLAY POLITICS WITH 
EMERGENCY FUEL ASSISTANCE 
(Mr. RAMSTAD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, President Clinton released $45 mil-
lion in emergency fuel assistance to 11 
States to help low-income families and 
senior citizens pay their utility bills, 
States that have been unusually hit by 
cold weather. 

Mr. Speaker, I noted that New York, 
New Hampshire, and nine other States 
got these funds, but Minnesota got 
nothing. A State like Minnesota which 
has experienced very, very harsh win-
ter temperatures, below zero windchills 
on a regular basis, where fuel prices are 
30 percent higher than last year has got 
nothing. 

As Senator WELLSTONE said yester-
day, there is no reason to put families 
in New York or New Hampshire above 
families in Minnesota. I certainly 
agree with the good Senator from Min-
nesota. We are running out of money. 
And I have nothing against my friends 
in New York and New Hampshire, and 
perhaps their requests are warranted. 
But believe me, it is unfair, uncon-
scionable, and unreasonable not to 
grant Minnesota the necessary funds. 

Ninety thousand Minnesota families 
in need are going to be at risk if we do 
not get this emergency fuel assistance. 
I urge the White House not to play pol-
itics with the emergency fuel assist-
ance. 

SUPPORT LEGISLATION TO GIVE 
ELIAN GONZALEZ RESIDENT 
ALIEN STATUS 

(Mr. DEUTSCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I join 
my colleagues today, and actually in 
comment of other colleagues as well, of 
supporting legislation that would give 
Elian Gonzalez at least resident alien 
status in the United States of America. 

I do this because it is a 
Solomonesque answer to a tragic situa-
tion. But let me also just stop and re-
flect, and hopefully not just my col-
leagues but people throughout the 
country will listen, that if a mother 
left a country that had slavery and 
died on the way to freedom and her 
child was able to reach freedom and 
then the owner of the father told the 
father to ask for the boy back, we 
would be suspect of what the father 
said. 

Unfortunately, the reality of Cuba 
today is exactly that. It is a country 
where the leader does, in fact, kill peo-
ple indiscriminately, does in fact re-
strict freedom of speech, religion, and 
travel. If it were not so, what I just 
said, the father would be here. 

The obvious reason the father is not 
here today or not here 2 months ago is 
because Castro is afraid that if he 
comes, he will not leave. I ask my col-
leagues to support this effort.

ASKING THE PRESIDENT TO PUT 
ASIDE PARTISAN DIFFERENCES 
AND WORK WITH CONGRESS ON 
BEHALF OF AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, we 
all know President Clinton is coming 
to this Chamber tonight to deliver his 
last State of the Union address. As we 
all await with great anticipation what 
he will say and what he will propose, I 
would like to mention a few items I 
hope he will emphasize. 

The House Republican leadership 
wrote to the President this week ask-
ing that he discuss three specific ini-
tiatives. I would like to echo their call 
to the President to, first, join us in 
protecting 100 percent of the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund; second, detail how 
he will pay off the public debt by 2013; 
and, third, sign meaningful and respon-
sible tax fairness into law and do not 
propose higher taxes or more burden-
some user fees. 

If the President can address these 
items and resist the temptation to pro-
pose new spending programs that in-
crease the size and scope of the Federal 
Government, then his speech will be 
well received by Congress. 

Tonight is a major opportunity for 
cooperation, not confrontation. I hope 
the President will work with us this 
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